
 

We are here to help you. 

 

RiskTopic:  
Vehicle Accumulation Risk 

 

The spread of Coronavirus (Covid-19) is unprecedented and we understand this is an 

incredibly difficult time for families and businesses. We are here to help customers and 

businesses who are affected by the impact of Covid-19 in these challenging times. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Introduction 

When many vehicles are parked at a single location there is an increased exposure to fire, flood and security 

perils. Without adequate control measures in place, significant losses and disruption to your business can occur 

and this Risk Topic will introduce the main perils and control measures to consider. 

 

Fire 

Assess the fire risk to your vehicles. The risk of your vehicles suffering a fire loss can be reduced through 

measures such as the following: 

• Providing a 3-metre space between each vehicle ideally, but at the very least segregating equipment into 

several clusters of 10 to 15 vehicles and separating these clusters from each other by at least a 15-metre 

space. 

• Ensuring that vehicles parked inside are only done so in buildings provided with sprinkler protection. 

• Ensuring that vehicles parked outside are a minimum of 10 metres from buildings and any hazardous 

products and/or combustible materials. Empty all external litter bins at the end of each day and do not 

store loose combustible materials, e.g. pallets, close to vehicles or buildings. 

• Not pre-loading vehicles/trailers with goods and leaving them unattended.  

• Locating all waste bins and any recycling receptacles (particularly those containing paper and textiles) a 

minimum of 10 metres from vehicles and buildings. This can be achieved by chaining the 

bins/receptacles to a fixed point or providing a secure compound area or metal shipping container. This 

will prevent them from being wheeled up to vehicles and buildings and set alight. Note that bins should 

not be fixed to combustible wall claddings of buildings or be in covered or recessed areas. Alternatively, 

consider storing waste bins inside buildings out of business hours. 

• Locating all waste skips a minimum of 10 metres from vehicles and buildings. If possible, skips should 

have lids that are kept locked when not in use. 

• Ensuring that fire detection/warning systems and equipment/sprinklers are maintained in full working 

order. 

• Ensuring that fire hydrants/fire exits/muster points are not obstructed. These areas should always be 

clearly signposted/demarked to be kept clear. 

• Ensuring that your parking area provides adequate access for the Fire Service should they need to attend 

an emergency. Consider demarking a conspicuous parking bay for Fire Service and other emergency 

vehicles. 

• In an emergency you may need to remove as many vehicles as possible from your site, provided this can 

be done safely. Establish an emergency key ring, including easily removable keys, clearly identifiable for 

each vehicle in your yard. This ring should then be kept in a secure but easily accessible location. 

 

Flood 

Assess the flood risk to your vehicles. The risk of your vehicles suffering a flood loss can be reduced through 

measures such as the following: 

• Assessing the potential flood risks to your parking location. Consider the proximity to water courses and 

culverts, geographic elevation and previous flood history. 

• Creating a flood risk plan that can be put into operation if a flood warning is received or the likelihood 

of flooding in your area is increased. Rehearse the implementation of such plans to ensure that they 

work and ensure that they are kept up to date by reviewing them regularly. 



 

• Signing up to a local authority/Environment Agency early warning flood system, if available for your 

location. 

• Identifying the key areas of your site and providing adequate protection measures to prevent or mitigate 

flood damage. Consider investing in appropriate flood defences, e.g. permanent or moveable flood 

barriers, non-return valves on sewers to prevent back flow, and installation of water pumps. 

• Ensuring that any flood defences, drainage systems and guttering are maintained in good condition so 

that they will be fully effective when they are required. 

• Consideration of sourcing temporary parking facilities on higher ground, which can be used in an 

emergency. 

• In an emergency you may need to remove as many vehicles as possible from your site, provided this can 

be done safely. Establish an emergency key ring, including easily removable keys, clearly identifiable for 

each vehicle in your yard.  This ring should then be kept in a secure but easily accessible location. 

 

Security 

Assess the security risk to your vehicles. The risk of your vehicles suffering a loss due to malicious damage, theft 

and arson can be reduced through measures such as the following: 

• Undertaking a risk assessment to determine the standards of physical, electronic and other security 

precautions that should be implemented for your parking facility. Consider perimeter fencing and gates, 

ramraid protection, security lighting, intruder alarms, access control, CCTV and security guarding. 

• Ensuring vehicle compounds that house significant numbers of vehicles/high value vehicles are installed 

with a double-barrier type exit system to prevent vehicles simply being driven out. The inner and outer 

barriers should be inter-locked to prevent both being opened together and to allow appropriate security 

checks to be completed before a vehicle is permitted to leave. 

• Ensuring there are comprehensive key security controls in place. Remove keys and lock vehicle doors 

whenever vehicles are left unattended. Store keys in a locked unit when not in use. A metal unit will 

protect against ‘relay attack’. 

• Ensuring that vehicles are fitted with adequate security devices, e.g. alarm, immobiliser, GPS 

tracking/recovery units. Fitting a tracking device won’t prevent a vehicle from being stolen, but it will 

increase the chances of it being recovered and returned by the police. 

• Not pre-loading vehicles/trailers with goods and leaving them unattended, and not leaving any desirable 

items on display in vehicles. 

• Arson reduction measures are included in the section for Fire. 

 

Summary 

It is important to manage vehicle accumulation in the same way as you would manage any other risks, and the 

fundamental starting point is to use a proven risk management process. 

• Assess, analyse and understand the risk presented 

• Implement selected control measures 

• The ensure there is a process of maintain, monitor and review 

 

Once appropriate interventions have been implemented it is important to maintain 

the awareness of all involved, ensuring that everyone remains focused on the 

issues, and to help develop and maintain a good safety culture. It is vital to review 



 

the procedures to ensure that there is a continued focus on the right issues and to continually re-assess to 

achieve continuous improvement in the risk management strategies.  

These notes are designed to raise awareness of the increased exposure level of fire, flood and security perils 

when many vehicles are parked at a single location. More in-depth information about the issues raised in this 

document is available in other Risk Topics on this Zurich site and further support can be obtained via your local 

Zurich Risk Engineer. 

 

Useful References and Contacts 

Websites 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk – Environment Agency 
www.defra.gov.uk – Department for Environment and Rural Affairs 
www.sepa.org.uk – SEPA provides details of flood warnings in Scotland 
www.riversagencyni.gov.uk – Rivers agency for Northern Ireland 
www.nationalfloodforum.org.uk – National Flood Forum 

www.thatcham.org - Thatcham Research: Vehicle Security 

www.rha.uk.net – Road Haulage Association: Vehicle Security 

www.fta.co.uk – Freight Transport Association: Theft Prevention Tips 

Zurich 
Risk Topic – Fire Risk Assessment 
Risk Topic - Flood Risk Management  
Risk Topic - Security Recommendations for Commercial Premises 
Case Studies - Arson Fire Loss 
Case Studies – Theft of Plant 
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