How to avoid accidental firework and bonfire mishaps

With the celebratory mood of the evening, people are often forgetful of the risk to family and friends from firework damage.  Zurich urges people to take precautions and avoid accidents: 
· Keep an eye on others - particularly children and animals. Keep pets safely indoors and make sure children are a safe distance from the fireworks

· Allow time to step back. When lighting fireworks, always allow time to step back from the area before they go off. Only use domestic firelighters or a taper to light fireworks or a bonfire

· Have First Aid equipment available. If you’re unsure about how to treat an injury, call an ambulance

· Buy genuine fireworks from a reputable shop. Illegal fireworks can be dangerous and unpredictable. 

How to avoid damage to property

As Britain lights up the sky for Bonfire night or any other celebration, Zurich urges homeowners to check that they are covered for any accidental firework damage and to:

· Keep bonfires and fireworks a safe distance from buildings and flammable objects. Ensure a safe distance between houses, garden sheds or fences to avoid the risk of them catching fire

· Ensure you have appropriate insurance cover. Check that your policy covers any accidental damage to fences, sheds and other outbuildings

· Store fireworks safely.  Keep fireworks in a cool, dry box. Have water on hand to extinguish a fire in the case of an emergency and make sure the fire is properly extinguished

How to protect your home from vandals

Research from Zurich Insurance reveals that anti-social behaviour has cost Brits over a billion pounds in repairs in the last five years, with graffiti and vandalism to property some of the most common offences. While you are out celebrating any event and your house is empty, make sure you lock-up and follow simple steps to reduce the chances of falling victim to vandals: 

· Enhance security measures.  Consider investing in security alarm systems for your home and vehicle. If you do, always remember to switch them on

· Double check locks. Make sure that gates, shed-doors and garages are securely locked

· Guard your possessions. Don’t leave valuable items like bikes outside where they’re vulnerable to vandalism or theft

· Get to know your neighbours.  You and your neighbours can work as a network to keep an eye out and alert each other should there be any signs of anti-social behaviour 

· Ensure your insurance is kept up to date.  Try to keep a record of receipts and even photographs of particularly valuable or irreplaceable items. Check the level of cover for broken garden furniture, damage to property etc. provided with your home insurance policy 

