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fixing of plasterboard ceilings

Plasterboard ceilings with 2 coat plaster finish 

stagger board joints

noggins maximum 50mm board overhang

support perimeter edge 
of ceiling boards

Plasterboard ceiling for direct finish

stagger board joints

support all board 
edges with noggins maximum 50mm board overhang

support perimeter edge 
of ceiling boards

Diagram 3.21: plasterboard – layout of boards

provide additional
batten if necessary
to achieve required
nail edge distance

3mm gap to cut
edges of
plasterboard
(bound edges
lightly butted)

150mm
maximum
nail spacing

joist or truss tie

6mm minimum
nail edge distance
from edge of joist

nail edge distance to
plasterboard minimum 13mm –
unbound edges minimum 10mm
– bound edges

The use of screw fixings at 230mm max. centres is 
recommended as it reduces the problems associated 
with shrinkage.

support all perimeters,
all other board edges
also supported unless
joist spacing reduced in
accordance with
manufacturer’s
recommendations

staggered board joints,
butt joints between
bound edges and 3mm
gap to cut edges

bound edges laid
perpendicular to joists

N.B. All cut edges should be supported by noggins or joists

N.B. Joints between plasterboards and adjacent walls,  
ceilings, openings and finishes should be neatly made.

It is strongly recommended by most manufacturers that 
plasterboard is screw fixed.

Diagram 3.21: plasterboard – layout of boards
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